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Conservation Innovation Grant:  
Telling the story of cover crops in SC 
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Spring 2014 

Through a Conservation Innovation Grant  
(CIG) partnership with the Dillon and 
Marlboro Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts (SWCDs), Dr. Buz Kloot from 
the USC School of Public Health, and five 
farmers, the Richland SWCD has 
embarked on a three-year initiative to 
demonstrate and document the benefits of 
multi-species cover crops and conservation 
tillage.   
 
Following fall soil sampling (featured in 
our Winter 2013 newsletter), cover crop 
blends composed of at least four species 
were grown in demonstration fields.  In the 
demonstration field at Carter Farms, 
owned by Jason Carter, a rye, clover, vetch, 
and radish blend produced some 9,455 
pounds (dry weight) per acre of green 
stems and leaves, termed òabove-ground 
biomass,ó by early April.  The cover crop 
also fostered a vibrant community of 
underground roots and soil organisms, 
including earthworms.  This organic matter 
and soil fauna is improving soil health and 
will provide nutrients to the cash crop 
Carter plants this spring.  

In February, Carter and fellow CIG farmer
-participants shared their personal 
experiences with cover crops at a Cover 
Crop and Soil Health Forum sponsored by 
NRCS in Florence, SC.  In March, the 
Dillon SWCD and Dillon County CIG 
farmers hosted a Cover Cropping field day.  
More than 90 people attended to learn 
about the CIG project and discover how 
cover cropping is an effective and 
economical practice to conserve and 
improve soil health while enhancing crop 
yields. In April, Carter hosted a contingent 
of agriculture professionals at his farm to 
see for themselves how cover crops are 
improving his soil.  
 
Project partners have created an open 
Facebook group called the Carolina Cover 
Crop Connection which provides a forum 
for farmers and agriculture professionals to 
share news, information, questions, and 
experiences about cover cropping in the 
southeast.  To participate in the group, visit 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
carolinacovercropconnection/.  

 

Vetch & Clover Cover Crop 
Photo by Jason Carter 

Left:  Jason Carter of Carter Farms in Eastover, SC, has been practicing conservation 
tillage for eighteen years and recently began using multi-species cover crops.  He is 
participating in a Conservation Innovation Grant project to demonstrate the benefits of 
these cropping practices in SC.  Right:  Dr. Buz Kloot, a researcher in USCõs School of 
Public Health, and Richland SWCDõs Education Coordinator Chanda Cooper sample the 
above-ground biomass of Carterõs vetch and clover cover crop.  (Photos by Joey Frazier.)   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/carolinacovercropconnection/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/carolinacovercropconnection/
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Richland SWCD Welcomes New Commissioner 

Recent Event: Pasture Management Workshop 

The Kershaw and Richland SWCDs 
partnered to present a Pasture 
Management Workshop on April 9.  
Some 75 people attended to learn about 
soil health and fertility, weed control, 
grazing management, and resources 
available to assist pasture managers 
through NRCS, FSA, Carolina Farm 

Stewardship Association, and SC 
Conservation Districts.  The 
workshop was presented through 
Organic Richland, a cooperative 
program with NRCS.  Slideshows 
from the workshop are available 
online at www.rcgov.us/rswcd.  

Pasture Fertility:  The presence of greener, healthier plants around manure 
piles in pastures, as in the photo above, indicates fertility deficiency.  Soil tests 
should be conducted in pastures every three years, according to NRCS 
Agronomist Gordon Mikell.  (Photo from Gordon Mikell) 

Grazing Management:  Pastured 
livestock should be managed to avoid 
overgrazing.  Plants in overgrazed 
pastures have poor, shallow root 
systems and are less tolerant of 
drought than plants in well-managed 
pastures.  Rotational grazing can help 
avoid overgrazing.  (Photo from Jill 
Epley) 

Jim Rhodes was appointed to the 
Richland SWCD Board of 
Commissioners in April.  He replaces 
Mark Huguley, who was elected Mayor 
of the Town of Arcadia Lakes in 
November.    

Mr. Rhodes is a native of Birmingham, 
Alabama and a graduate of the 
University of Alabama.  He served in 
the US Air Force Strategic Air 
Command and is a Member of the 
National Guard Youth Challenge 
Foundation Board, Past Commander of 
American Legion Post 6, Training 
Director for SC ESGR, Member of the 
Columbia USO Advisory Board, and 
Colonel on the Joint Services 
Detachment of the SC Military 
Department. 

Additionally, Mr. Rhodes is Vice-
Chairman of Carolina Sunshine, an 

organization serving children with life-
threatening illnesses.  

Mr. Rhodes has served as an Associate 
Commissioner with the Richland 
SWCD since 2011.  He enjoys golf, 
cooking, reading, running, bird 
watching, and collecting stamps and 
coins.  Mr. Rhodes and his wife, Gloria, 
have two children and two 
grandchildren.   

òI look forward to promoting 
conservation and protecting our 
valuable natural resources for future 
generations,ó says Rhodes.   

In SC, Conservation Districts are 
governed by boards of five 
Commissioners.  Three are elected in 
the general election, and two are 
appointed by SCDNR.   

Jim Rhodes was sworn in as a 
Commissioner with the Richland 
SWCD on April 14, 2014.  He 
retired from AT&T as Area 
Director in 2007.  

http://www.rcgov.us/rswcd
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Upcoming Events 

The Science of  Nature: 

STEM Standards for  
Environmental Education 

 

EEASC 2014 Annual Conference 
June 13-15 

St. Christopher Camp and Conference Center 
Seabrook Island, SC 

 
Details and Registration: 

www.eeasc.org  

K-12 Poster Contest Deadline: 
May 15, 2014 

 
The 2014 National Conservation Poster Contest theme 
is òDig Deeper ð Mysteries in the Soiló or simply òDig 
Deeper.ó  One of these titles must be on the poster for 
it to be eligible for judging.   The Contest is open to 
public, private, and home-schooled students in grades K 
through 12.  Richland County students should submit 
their posters to the Richland Soil and Water 
Conservation District for local judging by May 15, 2014; 
students in other counties in SC should contact their 
local conservation district for entry deadlines and 
details.    
 
Cash prizes will be awarded to winners in each grade-
level category, and County winners will progress to the 
State competition. 
 

Richland County details and entry form: 
www.rcgov.us/rswcd 

Pollinator Habitat Workshop 
June 4, 2014 

 

Save the date!  Details TBA. 
Clemson Sandhill REC 

900 Clemson Rd., Columbia, SC 29229 
Sponsored by the Richland SWCD through Organic Richland 

Advanced Farming Technologies 
for Reducing Climate Risk 

August 12, 2014 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clemson University Edisto REC 
64 Research Rd., Blackville, SC 29817  

 
FREE REGISTRATION  

http://www.agroclimate.org/seclimate/events/ 

http://www.eeasc.org

